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something about being in a place with that many like-
minded people that does real magic, real transformation, 

and in my judgement everyone should 
do it. Regularly, if possible. Drums in 
the morning, drums at night, rituals, 
bonfires, workshops, community — I 
have met real friends there, and it’s 
magical.

The second one is to get off yer duff 
and get involved politically. There are 
no excuses left. Make the time, start to 
care, because it’s your rights that are 
being undermined daily. Unless you want 
what you can and cannot do religiously, 
socially, sexually, and personally dictated 
to you by a religious Neanderthal; unless 
you want to put up with eight years of 
Bush III: The Phantom Jeb, it’s time and 
more than time. Get off your butts. Find 

a cause, and stick with it — and make it a cause that might 
actually make some changes. Get elected to your local school 
board; run for township office. Let’s co-opt the model the 
Religious Right has used for so long; let’s get heard from the 
ground up and from the top down.

We are living in interesting times, in the “old Chinese 
proverb” sense of the word, and we have a culture and belief 
worth defending. It’s scary, yes, but fear can power you to 
heights you might have never reached otherwise. Embrace 
your fear and move through it into joy, power, and action. 
We can no longer just pretend this Right Wing 
storm is about to blow over. 

We are 
b e i n g set 

up for eight 
more years* of right-wing 

nonsense. 
Now is the time for us to draw a line and 

say we will not be moved any further, to wake up and 
demand our rights to not be put back to sleep, to raise our 
children and love our partners as we see fit, to stand with 
our Gods and Goddesses as we see them and refuse to be 
marginalized or frightened any longer. Y

in which your humble editor tells it l
ike he sees it

Dagonet Dewr

the Vibe

“With or without religion, you 
would have good people do-
ing good things and evil people 
doing evil things. But for good 
people to do evil things, that 
takes religion.”  

— Steven Weinberg

“Determine never to be idle...  
It is wonderful how much may be 
done if we are always doing. ”

— Thomas Jefferson 

editorial (n.) An article in a publication expressing the 
opinion of its editors or publishers.

Robert Heinlein once 
said that courage is moving 
forward despite fear, rather 
than feeling no fear at all. 
Frankly, I think he had a 
point. People who feel no 
fear are often insufficiently 
bright to feel, well, anything.

That said, I have 
returned from Pagan 
Spirit Gathering with an 
interesting mix of joy and 
fear. Joy because I had a 
damned good time, with a 
few interesting discoveries 
along the way. (Emerald 
Rose is a lot of fun to hang 
out with and, yes, drink a beer or two with. Margot Adler has 
a serious weakness for Nutella. Spiral Rhythm is just getting 
better, and that’s scary. I dress up pretty well as a pseudo-
Baron Samedi — pictures to be auctioned off later. Those 
sorts of things.)

Fear — ah, yes. The fear is another piece entirely.
See, I returned from Pagan Paradise to find the world still 

a pretty scary place, and just getting scarier. Activist judges 
deciding parents can’t teach their kids Wicca, in my own back 
yard! (If you want more details, check out nonmainstream.
org. It says it better than I could.) Ernest Istook up to his 
usual school-prayers-stupid-human tricks. Sandra Day 
O’Connor stepping down with Dubya getting to replace 
her. In short, the values of tolerance, understanding, and 
freedom are pretty much under assault, and we’re woefully 
unprepared to do anything about it.

(A quick disclaimer here for our non-US 
readers; I know, I know, we’re talking 
about stuff that doesn’t directly 
affect you. Maybe, by writing 
this, I’ll help y’all realize we 
aren’t all ugly Americans, and some of us 
are fighting the good fight from the inside.)

So what am I getting at? Well, this is kind of a two-fold 
challenge to all our readers.

The first one is to embrace the magic of Pagan culture. 
There are witch wars, and sometimes people are annoying, 
but if you have not allowed yourself the magic of a Pagan 
festival — and yes, I cheerily admit that I have a huge bias 
towards Pagan Spirit Gathering, as I’ve had more fun there 
than anywhere else I can think of — you should. There’s 

*Or twelve years or — who knows? In 
February, House Judiciary Chairman F. James 
Sensenbrenner Jr. (R-Wis.), architect of the 
National ID requirements, sponsored legislation to amend the 
Constitution by repealing the 22nd Amendment, which confines 
the President to two terms). I don’t know about you, but this 
sounds to me like a really, really bad idea. 
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