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Dagonet Dewr

the Vibe
I have been watching with some veiled amusement an
element of myths about the human virtue or condition, not a
absolute tornado buzzing and whirring around on some of the
solely Christian one.
Pagan e-lists I’m on. Seems
In addition, Edmund’s transgression (he
“Follow the path of the unthat some evangelical
is an oathbreaker and betrays his kin to
safe, independent thinker.
Christian churches have
danger) would be considered quite serious
been putting together trips
not only by Christians, but by most Pagans
Expose your ideas to the
for public school kids to see
well. Aslan’s solution, like that of any good
danger of controversy. Speak as
the movie adaptation of C.
magician, was to find the flaw in the terms
your mind, and fear less the
S. Lewis’ book The Lion, The
of the agreement the Witch uses to claim
Witch, And The Wardrobe.
Edmund’s life, and turn the situation to his
label of ‘crackpot’ than the
I suspect the organizers
advantage. That’s not a solely Christian tactic
stigma of conformity.”
of this effort believe that
either.
— Thomas J. Watson
exposure to Lion will help
Is there Pagan content in Lion? You bet.
bring the poor, unchurched kids to Jesus. In response, some
A short list: Dryads. Fauns. Centaurs. Magick. A truly Pagan
Pagans are hideously offended and are calling for efforts to
Father Christmas. Talking animals. A creator deity who is also
try and stop kids from seeing the movie.
an animal spirit. A villain who subverts the natural order of
My response is a little different — I ask, “where do I send
the seasons. Griffons. Unicorns. Healing that comes from a
a check to help fund this noble effort?”
maiden figure (if Lucy isn’t the Maiden in disguise as a British
This whole brouhaha is, to me, a perfect example of the
pre-teen, I don’t know who is.) There’s a lot more Paganism
notorious Pagan inferiority complex run amuck. Here’s my
in there than Christian dogma.
question: If one didn’t know that the author was a fervent
The concept, posited by the Pagans who are frothing
evangelical would you categorize Lion as a Christian story
and foaming on the e-lists I read that Lion is a poison
with Pagan overtones, or a Pagan story with Christian
pill designed to corrupt children into becoming Christians
overtones?
seriously, is one I cannot take seriously. If anything, I
For those not familiar with the plot of Lion let me
believe the converse; that this movie might make some good
summarize it. (Spoiler warning!) Four English schoolchildren
Christian kids start wondering about dryads and unicorns
find a door (in the wardrobe — North Americans would think
— and that way lies open-mindedness, and imagination, and
of this as a closet — of the title) into another world, Narnia,
before you know it you’re dancing naked under a full moon.
in which an evil sorceress (the White Witch) has placed the
There’s a lot of things in this world for us Pagans, Wiccan,
world under a spell of perpetual winter. Through a series of
witches and Goddess-people to get upset, angry, or even
adventures, the four youngsters eventually bring about the
outraged about. Corporate abuse of the working class.
return of the good and kingly lion Aslan to Narnia. One of
Pollution. Terrorism. Violence. Torture. Poverty. I frankly
the children, Edmund, early in the story, resentfully (and
question whether anyone can make the leap to being a freefairly innocently) attempts to betray his siblings to the Witch
thinking human without getting a bee in their bonnet over
(he doesn’t know of her true evil nature.) In a confrontation
something, and trying to change it. But exposing kids to C.S.
between the Witch and Aslan, the Witch claims that “all
Lewis isn’t one of them.
betrayers belong to me” and demands the boy as her blood
We need to evaluate the real threats to our community
sacrifice. Aslan offers himself in the boy’s place and is killed,
and concentrate our efforts on campaigns that matter. C.S.
but the “deeper magic” restores him to life, and he (and his
Lewis was a good storyteller, and a passionate and orthodox
allies and the children) defeat the Witch and her allies in
(though not fundamentalist) Christian, but I wonder if the
a great battle. The children grow up to become kings and
folks who want to make sure that every kid in the world sees
queens of Narnia, although when they (eventually) return to
Lion know what they are really doing. They are exposing
their own world, they find that no time has passed.
kids to magic and just because it is supposed to be Christian
It is true that the central plot device of Lion involves
magic doesn’t mean that it is any less magical. For every
a sacrificial death, and the primary antagonist of the story
Pagan kid who is converted to Christianity by seeing The Lion,
is the White Witch. But although Lewis meant for the story
the Witch, and the Wardrobe there will surely be hundreds
to be an allegory for the Christian gospel, the motif of the
of Christian kids who will be exposed to
sacrificial (and resurrected) god is far older than Christianity.
magic, and perhaps, get to Paganism
Ask any worshipper of Baldur, Dionysos Dendritus, Tammuz,
through wondering about dryads. I should
Osiris, or any one of a number of other gods; sacrifice is a an
know, I was one of them. Y
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